"Journal to Stella                  LETTER v
and Mr. Addison both think Pratt in the right. Do not
lose your money at Manley's to-night, sirrahs.
4. After I had put out my candle last night, my land-
lady came into my room, with a servant of lord Halifax, to
desire I would go dine with him at his house near Hampton-
court; but I sent him word I had business of great impor-
tance that hindered me, &c. And, to-day, I was brought
privately to Mr. Harley, who received me with the greatest
respect and kindness imaginable: he has appointed me an
hour on Saturday at four, afternoon, when I will open my
business to him; which expression I would not use if
I were a woman. I know you smoakt it; but I did not till
I writ it. I dined to-day at Mr. Delaval's, the envoy for
Portugal, with Nic. Rowe27 the poet, and other friends;
and I gave my lampoon to be printed. I have more mis-
chief in my heart; and I think it shall go round with them
all, as this hits, and I can find hints. I am certain I
answered your 2d letter, and yet I do not find it here. I
suppose it was in my 4th; and why N. 2d, 3d; is it not
enough to say, as I do, I, 2, 3 ?28 &c. I am going to work
at another Tat far:29 111 be far enough but I say the same
thing over two or three times, just as I do when I am
talking to little MD; but what care I ? they can read it as
easily as I can write it: I think I have brought these lines
pretty straight again. I fear it will be long before I finish
two sides at this rate. Pray, dear MD, when I occasionally
give you any little commission mixt with my letters, don't
forget it, as that to Morgan and Joe, &c. for I write just
as I can remember, otherwise I would put them all to-
gether. I was to visit Mr. Sterne to-day, and gave him
27  Nicholas Rowe, 1674-1718, who became Poet Laureate in 1715,
was at this time under-secretary to the Duke of Queensberry, Secretary of
State for Scotland. See also p. 74.
28   Swift numbered his letters to Stella at the top left-hand corner.
2<> The Tathr, No. 238, 17 Oct. 1710, contains Swift's 'Description of
a City Shower* (Poems, p. 136). It is possible that the reference is to
another Tatler, which was, perhaps, never finished, or which cannot now
be identified.
41